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First mention of using a FARADIC CURRENT to aid in the 

healing of injuries in humans based on work done by 

Volta: The first person to produce an electro- chemical 

cell. Another leader in this field at that time was Michael 

Foraday 

 

Faradic healing became popular until the U.S. 

government claimed it had no power to heal and started 

controlling the advertising that was allowed (Clark, B, 

2007-2013) 

 

A first noteworthy therapeutic practitioner who focused 

his attention electro-therapy was Dr. Duchennes of 

Boulogne. 

*Reported findings to society of science in Paris  

 

James Stone imported a Faradic apparatus which he 

used in Cleveland Row, St. James’s 
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Dr Morton Smart (1878-1956) together with 

orthopaedic surgeon Mr Rowley Bristow developed the 

electro-therapeutic field by creating an apparatus 

called:   

              “Smart-Bristow Coil” 

The “Smart- Bristow Coil was improved during the First World 

War to make the current less painful and the treatment more 

precise” (Glendale Hospital Museum, 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morton Smart published account of treatments done 

with Gradual Muscular Contractions. Morton was 

knighted for his work. 

 

Orthopaedic surgeon Walter Rowley Bristow (1882- 

1947) First description of pain free method of electrical 

nerve stimulation: His book “The treatment of joint and 

muscle injuries.” (Glendale Hospital Museum, 2015) 
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Charles Strong qualified as a chartered physiotherapist. 

Strong was, soon after employed in 2 big hospitals in the 

Orthopaedic department. During this time Charles 

Strong became acquainted with the different forms of 

electro-therapy available as well as the “Smart-Bristow 

Coil”. At this stage electro-therapy was only used for the 

rehabilitation of atrophied muscles. 

 

During a personal treatment given by 

Charles Strong to Lord Louis 

Mountbatten after a polo injury he 

learned about Morton Smart: Dr 

Smart used the faradic current for 

immediate treatment of muscle 

sprains to increase healing time and 

restore muscle function. 

Note: Morton Smart also used his apparatus to treat 

polo players’ injuries.  

Morton Smart followed up on his report made in 1912 

with his book “The principles of treatment of muscles 

and joints by graduate muscle contractions” 

 * Sparks Charles Strong’s interests 

 

Charles Strong adopts Morton Smart’s technique and 

bought his apparatus. Even though Strong was getting 

good results from the “Smart-Bristow Coil” he still 

believed the apparatus could be improved and he set 

out to do it. Over time he developed a more acceptable 

current. 
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Charles Strong treated Lord Mountbatten with his new 

version of the machine and Lord Mountbatten asked: 

“As humans respond so rapidly to this form of 

treatment for their injuries why isn’t it used on horses 

for theirs.”  

# Charles went on to treat two of Lord Mountbatten’s 

polo ponies that even veterinarians struggled to get 

sound. Within a fortnight both ponies where sound.  

Lord Mountbatten suggested that 

Strong visit both Dr Morton Smart & 

Percy Stone (Remaining son of 

James Stone – Original Importer, 

1886) 

# Morton Smart agreed that Charles 

Strong can take over his practice after World War 2 

 

Strong realised that while his current machine is 

achieving good results in the equine world the current 

is still not well tolerated by the horses. 

Developed a new machine for both human and equine 

use but before it could be tested the war broke out and 

the model was lost. 

WORLD WAR TWO 

Small improvements and developments took place during the war to 

help make the make the apparatus more comfortable for horses. 
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Improved apparatus was redesigned after the war and 

put to the test. It was still too difficult to use as it needed 

2 operators and current was still uncomfortable. 

With the new knowledge gained from the tests done 

with this apparatus further improvements could be 

made. 

Charles Strong created the “Strong Box” 

 

D.M Greene (Winks) travelled to 

England and apprenticed with Sir  

Charles Strong. During the next 18 

months Charles Strong taught Winks 

how to treat musculoskeletal injuries 

with the Strong Box on both horses and 

humans. She too started on polo 

ponies. 

 

Winks Greene returned to South 

Africa with a Strong Box. Apon 

returning she was called out to treat a 

racehorse called Royal Warrant who 

ended up winning the Johannesburg 

Summer Handicap. This was her first 

horse she treated successfully in 

South Africa. (Personality, 1994)  

 

Charles Love Strong becomes the first physiotherapist 

to be awarded knighthood for treating Lord 

Mountbatten’s polo ponies. 
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Figure 2:  The Strong Box 

www.winksgreenetranseva.com/

history.html  

Figure 1 : Sir Charles Strong 

treating a horses 

shoulderwww.winksgreenetrans

eva.com/history.html 
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The first TRANSEVA as created.  

Trans: Through, S- Strong, E- 

Electrical, V- Veterinary, A- 

Apparatus 

 

Winks Greene divorced and the next 10 years of her life 

consisted of working on her own farm, The Wolds, with 

Sussex cattle, pigs as well as a few horses 

 

Winks Greene opens her own 

rehabilitation centre in Kwa-Zulu 

Natal, South Africa called: Natal 

Equine Physiotherapy centre.  

 

This was also the year Winks Green had a big break 

through when she used the Transeva to rehabilitate a 

racehorse called Gondolier who was expected to never 

race again after a hind quarter injury.  
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Figure 3: The Transeva. 

www.winksgreenetranseva.com/history.

html  
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After 3months of treatment by Winks, Gondolier went 

on and won the 1985 Rothmans Durban July Handicap. 

Durban July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Gondolier Winks has made a name for herself. 

Winks contributed to various magazines and journals, 

including SA Racehorse and Parade. One of the 

founder members of the ACPAT (Association of 

Chartered Physiotherapists in Animal Therapy) under 

the auspices of the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons, she is the only founder member outside the 

United Kingdom. Winks was an honorary helper of 

CROW. 

 

Sir Charles Love Strong passed away at the age of 78.  

Strong left all his work to his student Winks Greene. 

 

Throughout Wink’s life she devoted her time to 

rehabilitating racehorses, other animals and athletes. 

She also trained many students in the art of 

rehabilitating animals  
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Figure 4: Can be found at: 
http://julyhandicap.info/index.php?page=racedetail&raceheadid=349 
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Winks Greene continued to alter and 

improve the current to make it more 

comfortable for the patients be it 

equine or human. She later renamed 

the apparatus the Winks Greene 

Transeva as it is still known as today.  

 

 

BSET Academy and Natal Equine Rehabilitation Centre 

re-opens at Manyatta Farm in Karkloof.  

 

 

 

Winks Greene handed the Equine division of the W.G 

Transeva work over to Beth Shaw. 

Winks Greene left the Transeva 

Company to her daughter Felicity 

Whitton. 

 

D.M. “Winks” Green passed away. 

 

ETT was founded by Beth Shaw ETT- AAP was founded 

by Beth Shaw 
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Figure 5: Winks Greene 
in her element. Found 
at:  
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